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Table 1. Ingredients and composition of broiler’s diet
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1- Regression Analysis
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Table 2. Effect of different levels of Acidifier 4+ on performance of broilers
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Table 3. Effect of graded levels of Acidifier4+ in drinking water on internal organs weight of broilers (% of live body
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Table 4. Effect of graded levels of Acidifier4+ on pH of gastrointestinal tract of broilers at 42 days of age
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Table 5. Effect of graded levels of Acidifier4+ on ileal bacterial populations (log10 CFU/qg) of broilers at 42 days of
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Table 7. Effect of graded levels of Acidifier4+ on immune responses of broilers
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objective: Organic acids are one of the alternatives to antibiotics growth
promotor which have beneficial effects on animal performance and gastrointestinal microbial
population. In general, addition of organic acids into the feed lowers pH of the feed and
gastrointestinal tract, stimulates growth, helps beneficial bacteria to overcome pathogenic
bacteria, and reduces toxic metabolites produced by harmful bacteria.

Material and Methods: A total of 240 day-old Ross 308 male broiler chicks were divided into
4 treatments, 4 replicates, and 15 broiler chickens per replicate in a completely randomized
design. Experimental treatments were included 0, 200, 300 and 500 mL of acidifier in 1000 L
drinking water.

Results: Feed conversion ratio in broilers that received two levels of 200 and 500 mL of
acidifier per 1000 liters in drinking water decreased compared to the control treatment (p<0.01).
European efficiency index was higher in the whole acidifier levels than the control and a linear
increasing trend was observed (p<0.05). Broilers received 500 mL of acidifier in water had the
lowest FCR (1.64 vs. 1.80; p<0.01) and the highest EEF (394 vs. 332; p<0.01) compared with
the control. The weight of bursa of Fabricius, spleen and pancreas in broilers received graded
levels of acidifier was higher than the control (p<0.05). The pH of the proventriculus,
duodenum and jejunum of broilers that received 500 mL of acidifier decreased compared to the
control (p<0.05). Administration of graded levels of acidifier in drinking water had no effect on
Lactobacillus, coliforms and Escherichia coli count in ileum (p>0.05). The thickness of the
lamina propria layer increased in broilers received 300 mL of acidifier (p<0.05). Administration
of acidifier in drinking water had no effect on antibody titer against SRBC and Newcastle.
Conclusions: The results indicate that adding 500 mL of acidifier in 1000 L drinking water
improves growth performance by increasing the weight of digestive organs such as pancreas and
acidifying the initial areas of the digestive tract.

Keywords: Acidifier, Broiler, Growth performance, Immune response, Intestinal morphology,
Intestinal microbiota
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