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Tablel. Composition of experimental diets fed to two groups named ascites-sensitive (Line A) and ascites-resistant
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Figure 1. Mortality percentages of two groups caused by Ascites and Hydropericard disorders
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Table 2. Mean venous Co2 pressure and PH in two group birds (Line A and Line B)
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Table 4. Caracass characteristics and internal organs weight percentages in two grup birds
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Abstract

Ascites is a metabolic disorder that accounts for over 25% of overall mortality in the broiler
industry. The objective of this study was to determine the effects of ascites induction on the
clinical pictures, mortalities, growth performance, carcass yield and internal organs
characteristics of two different Lines of broilers. One hundred Line broiler chicks were selected
from two Lines (Line A & B) that differed in feed conversion ratio and growth rate. These
included an high growth rate-low feed convertion ratio (Line A), an ascites-resistant line (Line
B). To increase the incidence of ascites, chicks of two group were fed ad libitum with a higher
condensed diet and reared under a lower ambient temperature. Ascites incidence was clearly
higher in Line A chickens. The mean values of carbon dioxide tension of line A chickens were
significantly higher than line B chickens at 12 days of age. weights of liver and breast muscles
and length of jejunum and ileum of line A were significantly greater than Line A chickens.
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