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Extended Abstract

Background: Mycotoxins are secondary and toxic metabolites produced by filamentous fungi, ,
which will have harmful effects on the health of animals, birds, and humans by contaminating
human and animal feed. Mycotoxins are present in many livestock and poultry feeds, such as
grains, and their contamination is inevitable, especially in humid conditions. Consumption of
mycotoxin-contaminated feed leads to reduced nutrient absorption, performance, weakening of
the immune system, liver failure, increased susceptibility to diseases, and economic losses in the
poultry industry. Controlling mycotoxin pollution requires economical detoxification methods.
Today, the most common and widely used method in the poultry industry to control and treat
mycotoxicosis is to add mycotoxin absorbents (toxin binders) to feed, which simply remove
mycotoxins from the body and the digestive system, and finally they are excreted with feces.
Therefore, this study aimed to investigate and compare the effectiveness of two different products,
one with a new formulation and the other a commercial toxin binder available in the market to
reduce the effects of mycotoxins on performance, biochemical parameters of blood serum,
internal organs, ileum microbiome population, intestinal morphology and liver histopathology in
broiler chickens.

Methods: The experiment was conducted in 42 days during three rearing periods of 1-10, 11-23,
and 24-42 days of age. To carry out the experiment, a total of 360 one-day-old male broilers of
the Ross 308 strain were distributed in a completely randomized design with four treatments and
six replications (15 chickens per replication). The experimental diets were formulated based on
the Ross broiler nutrient requirements guide (2019), which included 1) a control diet (CON), 2) a
mycotoxin-contaminated diet (MY C), 3) a mycotoxin-contaminated diet + 0.2% new toxin binder
(MYC + NToxiB), and 4) a mycotoxin-contaminated diet + 0.2% commercial binder toxin (MYC
+ CToxiB). To prepare the contaminated corn, water was added to ground corn such that its
moisture content reached 20% and was then kept at 25-28 °C and a humidity of 65-80% until
clearly observing mold growth. Finally, the corn contaminated with mycotoxins was dried in air.
To prepare contaminated diets with mycotoxins, half of corn in the diets was replaced with
contaminated corn. Feed and water were fed freely, and feed was fed in the form of flour.
Results: Adding mycotoxin-contaminated corn to the feedstuff of broiler chickens significantly
reduced the average body weight at 24 and 42 days of age, and reduced body weight gain at the
ages of 24-42 and 1-42 days. The contaminated diet with no toxin binder reduced average feed
intake at the age of 24-42 days, and a significant increase in the feed conversion ratio was
observed at the ages of 1-10, 24-42, and 1-42 days (P < 0.05). The addition of contaminated corn
to the feed caused a significant increase in serum ALT, ALP, and CRP compared to the control
and the other experimental treatments (P < 0.05). However, the effect of experimental groups was
not significant on total protein, albumin, cholesterol, triglyceride, and glucose concentrations of
serum. The relative weight of the internal organs was not affected by different treatments, except
for the weights of liver, heart, and bursa of Fabricius, which increased in the chicks fed by the
contaminated feed. The weights of these organs did not differ in the groups that received the toxin
binder compare to the control. Liver tissue lesions and decomposition were observed in the liver
sections of chickens fed with mycotoxin-contaminated feed. Feeding the contaminated diet to
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broiler chicks caused a significant increase in coliform bacteria count compared to the control and
the other experimental treatments (P < 0.05) but lactic acid bacteria were not affected.
Contaminated corn addition to the feed of broilers significantly decreased the health status of
intestinal villus (P < 0.05). As a result, mycotoxin-contaminated feed decreased the villus height
of the duodenum and jejunum, decreased the villus surface area of the jejunum and ileum, and
increased crypt depth in the duodenum and ileum (P < 0.05).

Conclusion: While the consumption of mycotoxin-contaminated diet by broilers decreased
growth performance and their health, the addition of both types of toxin binders to the
contaminated diet reduced the adverse effects of mycotoxins and improved performance, liver
health, and intestine morphology. Moreover, this modification adjusted the ileum microbial
population of broiler chickens. However, the new toxin binder showed better effects in changing
some parameters, including improving feed intake, the feed conversion ratio, and liver enzyme
activity.
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Table 1. The composition and calculated nutrient contents of diets fed from 1 to 42 d of age
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!“Provided per Kg of diet: vitamin A 9000 IU, vitamin D3 2000 U, Vitamin E 18 IU, Vitamin K3 2 IU, Thiamin 1.75 mg, Riboflavin 6.6 mg, Nicotinicacid
29.5 mg, Pantothenic acid 9.8 mg, Pyridoxin 2.94 mg, folic acid | mg, and Vitamin B12 0.015 mg

2Provided per Kg of diet: Manganese 100 mg, Zinc 85 mg, Iron 50 mg, Copper 10 mg, lodine 1 mg, Selenium 0.2 mg, and Choline chloride 250 mg
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Table 2. Effects of dietary treatments on the performance of broiler chickens from 1 to 42 d of age

SEM! Probability MYC + CToxiB MYC + NToxiB MYC CON Treatments
ABW (2) o 09 bawgie
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! Standard Error of Mean
#¢Means in the same row with different letters are significantly different (P < 0.05).
Treatments: CON: Control; MYC: Mycotoxin; MYC + NToxiB: Mycotoxin+0.2% New toxin binder; MYC + CToxiB: Mycotoxin+0.2% Commercial
toxin binder
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Table 3. Effects of dietary treatments on serum biochemical compositions of broiler chickens at 42 d of age

SEM! Probability MYC + CToxiB MYC + NToxiB MYC CON Treatments

0.08 0.51 2.95 3.05 2.59 3.40 Total protein (g/dL) JS' cpigy
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2¢Means in the same row with different letters are significantly different (P < 0.05).
Treatments: CON: Control; MYC: Mycotoxin; MYC + NToxiB: Mycotoxint+0.2% New toxin binder; MYC + CToxiB: Mycotoxin + 0.2% Commercial

toxin binder
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Table 4. Effects of dietary treatments on relative weights of internal organs (g/100g) in broiler chickens at 42 d of age

SEM! Probability MYC + CToxiB MYC + NToxiB MYC CON Treatments
0.03 0.06 0.40 0.54 0.48 0.51 Proventriculus odxo yiu
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0.001 0.04 2.40° 2.15° 331° 2.10° Liver &5
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#¢Means in the same row with different letters are significantly different (P < 0.05).
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Treatments: CON: Control; MYC: Mycotoxin; MYC + NToxiB: Mycotoxin+0.2% New toxin binder; MYC + CToxiB: Mycotoxin + 0.2% Commercial toxin binder
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binder. The severe degradation of liver cell (a: Fat vacuole; b: Kupfer cell; c: Sinosoids; d: Hepatocytes; e: Central
vein) can be seen in Figure B compared to Figures A, C, and D.
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